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1
ELECTRIC FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM
AND FRONT WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE
PROVIDED WITH THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority to Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2013-0150697 filed in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office on Dec. 5, 2013, the entire con-
tents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to an electric four-wheel
drive system and a front wheel drive vehicle provided with the
same. More particularly, the present disclosure relates to an
electric four-wheel drive system supplying rotational power
to rear wheels and a front wheel drive vehicle provided with
the same.

BACKGROUND

An electric four-wheel drive (4WD) system, which is a
four-wheeled system that allows all four wheels to receive
torque, drives two rear wheels with an electric motor to
supplement traction available to a front wheel drive vehicle,
and may achieve 4WD and hybrid electric vehicle (HEV)
functions.

A vehicle provided with the electric 4 WD system includes
an engine and a transmission for driving front wheels. A
generator is configured to generate electrical energy from
mechanical energy of the engine and supply the electrical
energy to a battery. The electric 4WD system drives the rear
wheels using the electric motor powered by the battery and a
decelerator which decelerates the rotational speed of the
motor. An output of the decelerator is transmitted to the rear
wheels through a drive shaft. Here, the weight of the vehicle
provided with the electric 4WD system can be reduced by
eliminating, for example, a propeller shaft to reduce the fuel
consumption and power loss in starting and driving of the
vehicle.

The vehicle provided with the electric 4 WD system may be
provided with an active roll control apparatus controlling roll
characteristic of a vehicle. The active roll control apparatus
may adjust rigidity of stabilizer bars of front and rear wheels
which operate an actuator using hydraulic pressure for
enhancing turning stability of the vehicle.

The active roll control apparatus includes the actuator
mounted to the stabilizer bars of the front and rear wheels. A
hydraulic pressure pump supplies hydraulic pressure to the
stabilizer bars, and a valve block supplies the hydraulic pres-
sure to the actuator according to a control signal of an elec-
tronic control unit (ECU).

However, the electric 4WD system and the active roll con-
trol apparatus have a complicated structure, and marketability
may be deteriorated due to the manufacturing cost and the
weight.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the invention, and therefore, it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure has been made in an effort to pro-
vide an electric four-wheel drive (4WD) system and a front
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2

wheel drive vehicle provided with the same, having advan-
tages of simplifying the structure by combining some ele-
ments with an active roll control apparatus.

An electric 4WD system for a front wheel drive vehicle
including an active roll control apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure includes
include a driving module configured to generate a rotational
power using electrical energy and to supply the rotational
power to rear wheels. A hydraulic generator is connected with
the driving module, and configured to generate a hydraulic
pressure using the rotational power of the driving module and
to supply the hydraulic pressure to the active roll control
apparatus.

The hydraulic generator may include a pump connected to
the driving module.

The pump may include a pump body of which a pump
chamber is formed therein. A rotation shaft is rotatably
mounted to the pump body and receives an output of the
driving module. An impeller is connected to the rotation shaft
and generates a hydraulic pressure within the pump chamber.

The driving module may include a motor and a reduction
structure connected with the motor.

The rotation shaft may be connected with an output shaft of
the reduction structure through a belt.

The pump may communicate with a valve block of the
active roll control apparatus.

The motor may be an inline motor distributing the rota-
tional power thereof to both rear wheels.

A front wheel drive vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure may include an active
roll control apparatus and an electric 4 WD system configured
to supply an electrical power to rear wheels. The electric
4WD system includes a driving module configured to gener-
ate a rotational power using electrical energy and to supply
the rotational power to the rear wheels. A hydraulic generator
is connected with the driving module, and configured to gen-
erate a hydraulic pressure using the rotational power of the
driving module and to supply the hydraulic pressure to the
active roll control apparatus.

The electric 4WD system and a front wheel drive vehicle
provided with the same according to exemplary embodiments
of the present disclosure may simplify the structure by com-
bining some elements with an active roll control apparatus
and may reduce the manufacturing cost and the weight, and
thus, marketability may be enhanced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings are intended to be used as references for
describing the illustrative exemplary embodiments of the
present disclosure, and the accompanying drawings should
not be construed as limiting the technical spirit of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electric 4WD system
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a driving module applied to an
electric 4WD system according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a drawing showing a pump of a hydraulic gen-
erator applied to an electric 4WD system according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure will be described more fully here-
inafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
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which exemplary embodiments of the invention are shown.
As those skilled in the art would realize, the described
embodiments may be modified in various different ways, all
without departing from the spirit or scope of the present
invention.

Parts which are not associated with the description are
omitted in order to specifically describe the present invention,
and like reference numerals refer to like elements throughout
the specification.

The size and thickness of each component illustrated in the
drawings are arbitrarily shown for understanding and ease of
description, but the present invention is not limited thereto.
Thicknesses of several portions and regions are enlarged for
clear expressions.

Further, in the following detailed description, names of
constituents, which are in the same relationship, are divided
into “the first,” “the second,” and the like, but the present
invention is not limited to the order in the following descrip-
tion.

In addition, unless explicitly described to the contrary, the
word “comprise” and variations such as “comprises” or
“comprising,” will be understood to imply the inclusion of
stated elements but not the exclusion of any other elements.
In addition, “unit,” “means,” “part,” “member,” or the like,
which is described in the specification, means a unit of a
comprehensive configuration that performs at least one func-
tion or operation.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electric four-wheel drive
(4WD) system according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1, an electric 4 WD system 100 according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure may be
applied to a hybrid vehicle which uses an engine torque as a
main power and a motor torque generated by electrical energy
as an assistance power. For example, the electric 4 WD system
100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure may be applied to drive rear wheels of a front
wheel drive vehicle.

The electric 4WD system 100 according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure may be an inline sys-
tem including the motor driving both rear wheels.

The front wheel drive vehicle provided with the electric
4WD system 100 according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present disclosure includes a generator 1 converting
mechanical energy of the engine to electrical energy. The
vehicle further includes a battery 3 storing the electrical
energy of generator 1 and supplying to the motor.

Further, the vehicle provided with the electric 4 WD system
100 according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure includes an active roll control apparatus 200 which
may adjust rigidity of stabilizer bars of front and rear wheels.
The active roll control apparatus 200 operates an actuator
using hydraulic pressure for enhancing turning stability of the
vehicle.

The electric 4WD system 100 according to the present
disclosure may simplify its structure by combining some
elements with the active roll control apparatus 200 and may
reduce the manufacturing cost and the weight, and thus, mar-
ketability may be improved.

That is, parts of the electric 4 WD system 100 according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure are com-
bined with the active roll control apparatus 200 and to provide
the hydraulic pressure to the active roll control apparatus 200
as an operation medium.

The electric 4WD system 100 according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a driving mod-
ule 10 and a hydraulic generator 50. The driving module 10
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4

receives electric power from the battery 3 and operates
according to a control signal from an electronic control unit
(ECU) 7. The driving module 10 receives converted electric
power from an inverter 9 which converts DC electric power of
the battery 3 to 3-phase electric power of U, V, W phases.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a driving module applied to an
electric 4WD system according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 2, the driving module 10 includes a motor
11 for receiving AC electric power from the inverter 9 (refer-
ring to FIG. 1) and generating rotational power. The motor 11
may be a hollow motor having a hollow shaft 13 mounted to
a rotor. Further, the motor 11 may be an inline motor 14
distributing the rotational power thereof to both rear wheels.

A first rear wheel drive shaft 15 connected to one rear
wheel is disposed within the hollow shaft 13. The first rear
wheel drive shaft 15 is connected with a differential structure
17, and the differential structure 17 is connected with a sec-
ond rear wheel drive shaft 19.

The hollow shaft 13 of the motor 11 is engaged with a
reduction structure 23 receiving the rotational power of the
hollow shaft 13, reducing the rotational speed of the hollow
shaft 13, and transmitting the rotational power of the hollow
shaft 13 to the differential structure 17. A clutch 25 is config-
ured to selectively cut off the rotational power transmitted
from the motor 11.

The motor 11 of the driving module 10, the reduction
structure 23, the clutch 25, and the like are obvious to a person
skilled in the art, and thus, detailed description will be omit-
ted.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the hydraulic generator 50 is
connected with the driving module 10, generates hydraulic
pressure using the rotational power of the driving module 10,
and supplies the hydraulic pressure to the active roll control
apparatus 200.

The active roll control apparatus 200 includes actuators
101 and 102 mounted to a front wheel stabilizer bar and a rear
wheel stabilizer bar (not shown), respectively. A valve block
105 distributes the hydraulic pressure supplied from the
hydraulic generator 50 to each actuator 101 and 102 accord-
ing to a control signal of an ECU 103.

The actuators 101 and 102 include a hydraulic pressure
cylinder (not shown) respectively, and the valve block 105
includes hydraulic pressure control valves (not shown) which
are operated according to the control signal of the ECU 103.

The hydraulic generator 50 includes a pump 61 connected
to the driving module 10. The pump 61 receives oil from a
reservoir 80, generates the hydraulic pressure, and supplies
the hydraulic pressure to the valve block 105 of the active roll
control apparatus 200. The pump 61 may be connected with
the driving module 10 (see FIG. 3)

FIG. 3 is a drawing showing a pump of a hydraulic gen-
erator applied to an electric 4WD system according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 3, the pump 61 includes a pump
body 63 of which a pump chamber 64 is formed therein. An
inlet 65 for receiving oil and an outlet 67 supplying the oil are
formed to the pump body 63. The inlet 65 communicates with
the reservoir 80 through an oil receiving line 66, and the outlet
67 communicates with the valve block 105 of the active roll
control apparatus 200 through an oil supplying line 68.

A rotation shaft 71 is rotatably mounted to the pump body
63 through a bearing 72, and the rotation shaft 71 is connected
with the reduction structure 23 of the driving module 10. The
rotation shaft 71 may be connected with an output shaft of the
reduction structure 23 though a belt 73.
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An impeller 75 is connected with the rotation shaft 71
within the pump chamber 64 of the pump body 63 for gener-
ating hydraulic pressure. When the rotation shaft 71 rotates by
the rotational power of the reduction structure 23, the impel-
ler 75 rotates and generates pressure within the pump cham-
ber 64 of the pump body 63 to receive the oil and to supply the
oil.

Hereinafter, operations of the electric 4WD system 100
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclo-
sure will be discussed.

In a driving mode or a regenerative braking mode using the
driving module 10, the ECU 7 outputs a control signal to the
battery 3 and the inverter 9 in order to operate the motor 11 of
the driving module 10. Then, the motor 11 rotates the rear
wheels though the reduction structure 23.

Inthis states, the rotational power of the reduction structure
23 is also transmitted to the pump 61 of the hydraulic gen-
erator 50 through the belt 73. Thus, the rotation shaft 71 of the
pump 61 is rotated by the rotational power of the reduction
structure 23.

Then, the impeller 75 rotates and generates pressure within
the pump chamber 64 of the pump body 63 to receive the oil
and to supply the oil. Thus, the oil in the reservoir 80 is
supplied to the pump chamber 64 through the inlet 65 of the
pump body 63 and then supplied through the outlet 67. The oil
output from the pump body 63 is supplied to the valve block
105 of the active roll control apparatus 200 through the oil
supplying line 68.

In controlling of the roll of the vehicle by the active roll
control apparatus 200, the ECU 103 transmits a control signal
to the valve block 105 of the active roll control apparatus 200.
Thus, the valve block 105 of the pump 61 may distribute the
supplied oil to the actuators 101 and 102 mounted to the front
and the rear stabilizer bars.

According to the exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure, rigidity of stabilizer bars of front and rear wheels
may be adjusted by operating the actuators 101 and 102 using
hydraulic pressure for enhancing turning stability of a
vehicle.

As described above, the electric 4WD system 100 accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure
may combine the hydraulic generator 50 to the driving mod-
ule 10, thus the hydraulic generator 50 may generate hydrau-
lic pressure using the rotational power of the driving module
10 and supply the hydraulic pressure to the active roll control
apparatus 200 for activating the actuators 101 and 102.

According to the exemplary embodiment of the present
disclosure, the total elements may be reduced by combining
some elements with the active roll control apparatus 200 and
the electric 4WD system 100, and thus, the manufacturing
cost and the weight may be reduced and marketability may be
enhanced.

While the present disclosure has been described in connec-
tion with what is presently considered to be practical exem-
plary embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is
not limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the con-
trary, is intended to cover various modifications and equiva-
lent arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An electric four-wheel drive (4WD) system for a front
wheel drive vehicle including an active roll control apparatus,
the electric 4WD system comprising:

a driving module configured to generate a rotational power

using electrical energy and to supply the rotational
power to rear wheels; and
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6

a hydraulic generator, which is connected with the driving
module, configured to generate a hydraulic pressure
using the rotational power of the driving module and to
supply the hydraulic pressure to the active roll control
apparatus;

wherein the hydraulic generator comprises a pump con-
nected to the driving module, and wherein the pump
comprises:

a pump body of which a pump chamber is formed therein;

a rotation shaft rotatably mounted to the pump body, the
rotation shaft receiving an output of the driving module;
and

an impeller connected to the rotation shaft, the impeller
generating a hydraulic pressure within the pump cham-
ber.

2. The electric 4WD system of claim 1, wherein the driving

module comprises:

a motor; and

a reduction structure connected to the motor.

3. The electric 4WD system of claim 2, wherein the rota-
tion shaft is connected with an output shaft of the reduction
structure through a belt.

4. The electric 4WD system of claim 2, wherein the motor
is an inline motor distributing the rotational power thereof to
both rear wheels.

5. The electric 4WD system of claim 1, wherein the pump
communicates with a valve block of the active roll control
apparatus.

6. The electric 4 WD system of claim 1, wherein the driving
module is configured to receive an electric power from a
battery and to operate according to a control signal from an
electronic control unit (ECU).

7. The electric 4WD system of claim 1, further comprising:

a pair of actuators mounted to a front wheel stabilizer and
a rear wheel stabilizer, respectively, receiving the
hydraulic pressure.

8. A front wheel drive vehicle comprising:

an active roll control apparatus; and

an electric 4WD system configured to supply an electric
power to rear wheels of the vehicle;

wherein the electric 4WD system comprises:

a driving module configured to generate a rotational
power using electrical energy and supplying the rota-
tional power to the rear wheels; and

a hydraulic generator, which is connected with the driv-
ing module, configured to generate a hydraulic pres-
sure using the rotational power of the driving module
and to supply the hydraulic pressure to the active roll
apparatus;

wherein the hydraulic generator comprises a pump con-
nected to the driving module, and wherein the pump
comprises:

a pump body of which a pump chamber is formed therein;

a rotation shaft rotatably mounted to the pump body, the
rotation shaft receiving an output of the driving module;
and

an impeller connected to the rotation shaft, the impeller
generating a hydraulic pressure within the pump cham-
ber.

9. The front wheel drive vehicle of claim 8, wherein the

driving module comprises:

a motor; and

a reduction structure connected to the motor.

10. The front wheel drive vehicle of claim 8, wherein the
rotation shaft is connected with an output shaft of the reduc-
tion structure through a belt.
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11. The front wheel drive vehicle of claim 8, wherein the
motor is an inline motor distributing the rotational power
thereof to both rear wheels.

12. The front wheel drive vehicle of claim 8, wherein the
pump communicates with a valve block of the active roll 5
control apparatus.



